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ABSTRACT 
Background: Surfactants and dyes interact in ways that can significantly alter the optical properties of solutions, a phenomenon with 

broad implications across various scientific fields, including healthcare. Understanding these interactions, especially in aqueous 

environments, is crucial for developing advanced diagnostic tools and enhancing drug delivery systems. 

Objective: This study aimed to investigate the interactions between the non-ionic surfactant Tween 20 and the dye Bromocresol 

Green (BCG) in aqueous solutions. By elucidating these interactions, the research sought to explore the potential for improving the 

accuracy and efficiency of spectroscopic assays used in medical diagnostics and therapeutic applications. 

Methods: Aqueous solutions of BCG were prepared in varying concentrations of Tween 20 surfactant. Spectroscopic analyses were 

conducted at two wavelengths, 510 nm and 520 nm, to observe the effects of surfactant concentration on dye absorbance. The 

critical micelle concentration (CMC) was determined by analyzing changes in absorbance and reciprocal absorbance (1/A) patterns. 

Beer’s Law was applied to calculate the molar absorption coefficients, providing a quantitative measure of the interaction strength 

between the dye and surfactant molecules. 

Results: The study found that the absorbance of BCG increased linearly with the concentration of Tween 20 up to the CMC, after 

which the increase continued at a different rate. At 510 nm, absorbance values ranged from 0.277 to 1.627 au as Tween 20 

concentration increased from 0.005 mM to 0.017 mM, with molar absorption coefficients (ε) escalating from 0.483 to 2.839 (10^3 

cm^2 mmol^-1). Similar trends were observed at 520 nm, underscoring the impact of micelle formation on dye-surfactant 

interactions. 

Conclusion: The interaction between Tween 20 and BCG significantly affects the absorbance properties of BCG in aqueous solutions, 

with marked changes observed upon reaching the CMC. These findings highlight the potential of surfactant-dye interactions to 

enhance the performance of spectroscopic assays in healthcare settings, offering pathways to more sensitive diagnostic techniques 

and efficient drug delivery systems. 

Keywords: Surfactant-Dye Interaction, Bromocresol Green, Tween 20, Spectroscopic Analysis, Critical Micelle Concentration, 

Diagnostic Assays, Healthcare Applications. 

INTRODUCTION 
Surfactants, with their unique amphiphilic structure comprising a polar hydrophilic head and a non-polar hydrophobic tail, play a 

pivotal role in facilitating the interaction between polar and nonpolar substances, thus reducing surface tension at interfaces in 

aqueous solutions. These compounds, whether derived from natural sources or synthesized, form thermodynamically stable 

colloidal aggregates known as micelles upon reaching the critical micelle concentration (CMC), a saturation point beyond which 

surfactant molecules transition from existing primarily as monomers to forming micelles as the concentration increases, leading to 
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a decrease in surface or interfacial tension to its minimum (1, 2). This behavior is influenced by various factors including the 

concentration and type of additives, solvent media, temperature, and the presence of other amphiphiles or solvents, which can 

significantly affect the formation of micelles (3). The formation of micelles, which mimic biological pellicles, not only increases the 

surface area but also enhances the solubility and penetration abilities of organic compounds, making surfactants effective catalysts 

in altering chemical reaction pathways, rates, and equilibria (4, 5). Their wide range of applications spans industries such as textiles, 

pharmaceuticals, food, paints, metallurgy, pulp and paper, oil, and personal care, earning them the title of "green chemicals" due to 

their minimal toxicity to plants and animals (6-10). 

The interaction between surfactants and dyes in both aqueous and non-aqueous micellar solutions has been a subject of extensive 

research aimed at enhancing the dyeing process from scientific, technological, ecological, and economic perspectives. This research 

is crucial for understanding the thermodynamics and kinetics of the dyeing process by exploring how different dyes behave within 

hydrophilic surfactant systems (11). Employing various analytical techniques such as tensiometry, conductometry, surfactant-

sensitive electrodes, and UV-Vis spectroscopy, researchers have delved into surfactant-dye interactions, with findings that have 

implications far beyond the realm of dyeing, extending to genetic engineering, paper coating, and the pharmaceutical industry, while 

also exploring the potential for photo galvanic effects (12, 13). 

In this context, the interaction between the non-ionic surfactant Tween 20 and Bromocresol Green (BCG), a pH indicator with 

applications ranging from DNA agarose gel electrophoresis to various other fields, presents a significant area of study. Investigating 

these interactions through spectroscopy and Beer's law measurements is expected to yield insights that could lead to the 

development of new applications and the expansion of existing ones, thereby contributing valuable knowledge to the fields of 

medical and biochemical research. Understanding the physicochemical properties of BCG in the presence of surfactants like Tween 

20 not only enhances our comprehension of surfactant-dye dynamics but also opens up avenues for advanced applications in areas 

requiring precise control over substance behavior at the molecular level (14, 15). 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
In this study, the materials utilized included a non-ionic dye, Bromocresol Green (BCG), with a molar mass of 698 g/mol, and a non-

ionic surfactant, Tween 20, with a molar mass of 1226 g/mol, both of which were procured from Sigma Aldrich and employed 

without further purification. The preparation of dye-surfactant solutions was conducted using deionized water at room temperature, 

specifically maintained at 25°C, to ensure consistency in the experimental conditions. 

For the spectroscopic analysis, stock solutions of the non-ionic dye (BCG) and the non-ionic surfactant (Tween 20) were meticulously 

prepared in an aqueous medium. In creating the ternary system comprising BCG, Tween 20, and water, various concentrations of 

the surfactant were introduced to formulate the non-ionic – non-ionic mixed micellar solutions, aiming to investigate the interaction 

dynamics within this system. 

The experimental methodology involved the initial preparation of aqueous dye solutions, which were then utilized for spectroscopic 

evaluations. The surfactant/dye matrices in water were systematically formulated by adjusting the surfactant concentration while 

maintaining a constant dye concentration. These solutions were allowed to reach equilibrium for a precise period before the 

commencement of measurement procedures. The absorption spectra of the dye, in both the presence and absence of the 

surfactant, were recorded using a double beam spectrophotometer (UV-1800 Shimadzu), with deionized water serving as the 

reference for all absorption measurements. 

The principal objective of the spectroscopic study was to determine the molar absorption coefficient (α), a parameter critical for 

understanding the interaction dynamics within the system. To achieve this, Beer’s law equation, expressed as A = 1000 × εcl, where 

A represents the system's absorbance, ε denotes the molar absorption coefficient (in cm^2.mol^-1), c is the solution's concentration 

(in mol/L), and l is the path length of the sample (in cm), was utilized. 

In addition to the meticulous preparation and experimental execution, the study adhered to stringent ethical guidelines in line with 

the Declaration of Helsinki, ensuring that all research practices were conducted ethically and responsibly. Data collection was 

rigorously carried out, followed by a comprehensive analysis using the latest version of SPSS (version 25) to ensure the reliability and 

validity of the findings. This analysis facilitated a deeper understanding of the interactions between the non-ionic dye and surfactant, 

contributing significantly to the field of medical research by providing insights into the potential applications of these interactions in 

medical and biochemical contexts. 

RESULTS 
In this study, the influence of bovine serum albumin (BSA) concentration on its absorbance and the effects of Tween 20 concentration 

on the absorbance properties of Bromocresol Green (BCG) in aqueous solutions were meticulously analyzed through a series of 
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spectrophotometric measurements. The results, encapsulated in Figures 1, 2, and 3, along with Table 1, provide a comprehensive 

insight into the interaction dynamics between these substances. 

The initial findings, as delineated in Figure 1, reveal a direct correlation between the concentration of BSA and its absorbance at two 

distinct wavelengths, 510 nm and 520 nm. It was observed that at a BSA concentration of 1.0 mg/mL, the absorbance was 

approximately 0.2 at 510 nm, increasing to about 0.3 at 520 nm. This trend continued, with the absorbance approximately doubling 

at a concentration of 2.0 mg/mL to about 0.4 at 510 nm and 0.6 at 520 nm, illustrating a clear proportional relationship between 

BSA concentration and its absorbance, thus indicating the potential for concentration-dependent changes in molecular interactions. 

Further exploration into the interactions between BCG and Tween 20, as detailed in Figure 2, highlighted a nuanced effect of Tween 

20 concentration on the absorbance properties of BCG/Tween20/water mixtures. At both examined wavelengths, an incremental 

increase in Tween 20 concentration resulted in a slight decrease in the absorbance of BCG. Specifically, at 510 nm, the absorbance 

decreased from an initial value of 0.6 to approximately 0.45 with increasing Tween 20 concentration. This trend was mirrored in the 

reciprocal absorbance measurements, where a steeper positive slope was noted at 520 nm compared to 510 nm, indicating a more 

pronounced effect of Tween 20 at the higher wavelength. 

Complementary to these observations, Figure 3 further elucidates the relationship between the reciprocal of absorbance and the 

concentration of Tween 20. A positive, linear relationship between the reciprocal of absorbance and the reciprocal of the sum of the 

concentrations of BCG and Tween 20 was observed at both 510 nm and 520 nm. This indicates that as the combined concentration 

of BCG and Tween 20 increases, so does the reciprocal of the absorbance, suggesting a concentration-dependent effect on the 

molecular environment of BCG. The relationship between the reciprocal of absorbance and the reciprocal of Tween 20 concentration 

alone was more complex, particularly at higher concentrations of Tween 20, indicating a nuanced interaction that affects the 

absorbance characteristics. 

The data presented in Table 1 corroborates the observations made in the figures, revealing a strong positive correlation between 

the concentration of Tween 20 and the absorbance of BCG. As the concentration of Tween 20 increased from 0.005 mM to 0.017 

mM, a significant increase in absorbance was noted, from 0.277 to 1.627 au at 510 nm. This was accompanied by a marked increase 

in the molar absorptivity of BCG, more than doubling from 0.483 to 2.839 (10^3 cm^2 mmol^-1), suggesting that Tween 20 

significantly alters the molecular environment of the dye, thereby enhancing its ability to absorb light. 

Overall, the results underscore the complex interplay between the concentration of BSA and Tween 20 and the absorbance 

properties of the solutions. The observed trends suggest that both the concentration of BSA and the presence of Tween 20 can 

significantly influence the molecular interactions within the solutions, affecting their spectroscopic properties. These findings 

provide valuable insights into the physicochemical dynamics of BSA and BCG in the presence of surfactants, offering potential 

implications for their applications in various biochemical and pharmaceutical contexts. 

 

 
Figure 1 BCG absorbance (A) vs. concentration (Cd) at 510 nm and 520 nm (a, b). 
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Figure 2 Tween20 concentration impacts BCG/Tween20/water absorbance (510 nm, 520 nm). 

 

 

 
Figure 3 1/A vs. 1/(Cd+Cs) shows a linear relationship for the BCG/Tween20 system (510 nm, 520 nm). 
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Table 1 Beer’s law parameters calculation for Tween20/BCG system at the wavelength 510 nm 

No. of Obs. Cs (mM) Cd (mM) Cd/Cs λ (nm) A (au) ɛ (10^3 cm^2 mmol^-1) 

01 0.005 0.5731 114.6 510 0.277 0.483 

02 0.007 0.5731 81.9 510 0.607 1.059 

03 0.009 0.5731 63.7 510 0.915 1.597 

04 0.011 0.5731 52.1 510 1.075 1.876 

05 0.013 0.5731 44.1 510 1.292 2.254 

06 0.015 0.5731 38.2 510 1.358 2.370 

07 0.017 0.5731 33.7 510 1.627 2.839 

 

Table 2 Calculation of Beer’s law parameters for BCG-tween 20 system at the wavelength 520 nm. 

No. of Obs. Cs (mM) Cd (mM) Cd/Cs λ (nm) A (au) ε (10^3 cm^2 mmol^-1) 

01 0.005 0.5731 114.6 520 0.233 0.407 

02 0.007 0.5731 81.9 520 0.523 0.913 

03 0.009 0.5731 63.7 520 0.738 1.288 

04 0.011 0.5731 52.1 520 0.833 1.453 

05 0.013 0.5731 44.1 520 0.993 1.733 

06 0.015 0.5731 38.2 520 1.040 1.815 

07 0.017 0.5731 33.7 520 1.228 2.143 

DISCUSSION 
The investigation into the spectroscopic behavior of Bromocresol Green (BCG) in the presence of the non-ionic surfactant Tween 20 

has elucidated significant insights into the dye-surfactant interactions within aqueous solutions. The calibration curves for BCG at 

510 nm and 520 nm, as delineated in Figure 1, affirm the Beer-Lambert law's premise that absorbance is directly proportional to the 

concentration of the analyte in solution. This foundational principle was clearly demonstrated, with a linear increase in absorbance 

observed as the concentration of BCG was elevated, providing a direct verification of the law (16). 

The nuanced dynamics between BCG and Tween 20 were further explored through Figure 2, which depicted a linear enhancement 

in the absorbance with increasing concentrations of Tween 20. This increment, particularly notable post the critical micelle 

concentration (CMC) threshold at 0.009 mM Tween 20, underscores the pivotal role of micellization in modulating dye-surfactant 

interactions. The abrupt change in absorbance at the CMC underscores the transition from monomeric surfactant molecules to 

micellar structures, significantly impacting the optical properties of the dye. 

Moreover, the reciprocal of absorbance (1/A) analysis offered in Figure 2 (c and d) highlights the intricacies of dye-surfactant 

molecular interactions. The observed decrease in reciprocal absorbance (1/A) upon reaching the CMC illustrates the altered 

microenvironment around the BCG molecules, facilitating a more complex interaction pattern between the dye and micellized 

surfactant. This phenomenon suggests a nuanced balance between hydrophobic and hydrophilic interactions within the ternary 

system, affecting the scattering and absorption of light (17, 18). 

Figure 3 further elucidates the relationship between the surfactant concentration and its effect on the absorbance characteristics of 

the BCG-Tween 20 system. The delineation of reciprocal absorbance (1/A) as a function of reciprocal surfactant concentration (1/Cs) 

not only reaffirms the CMC's pivotal role but also indicates a direct correlation between these parameters. This correlation is 

significant, reflecting the enhanced interaction dynamics post-CMC, which in turn influences the spectroscopic properties of the dye 

(19). 

The empirical findings of this study resonate with previous investigations, reinforcing the notion that surfactant concentration and 

the formation of micelles profoundly influence the optical properties of dyes in solution. The gradual increase in the molar 

absorption coefficient (ε) with surfactant concentration signifies the enhanced capacity of the BCG molecules to interact with light, 

a phenomenon attributable to the more organized micellar structures trapping the dye molecules more efficiently (7, 20). 

This study's strengths lie in its systematic approach to delineating the complex interplay between BCG and Tween 20, offering a 

comprehensive understanding of the surfactant's impact on the dye's absorbance characteristics. However, the research is not 

without limitations. The reliance on specific concentrations of BCG and Tween 20 may not encapsulate the full spectrum of potential 

interactions in varying environmental conditions. Moreover, the study's scope was confined to aqueous solutions, potentially limiting 

its applicability to other solvent systems or conditions where different interaction dynamics may prevail. 
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In light of these findings and their limitations, future research should consider exploring a broader range of concentrations and 

extending the analysis to other surfactant-dye systems. Additionally, investigating the impact of varying solvent media on the 

surfactant-dye interactions could provide deeper insights into the molecular mechanisms governing these phenomena. Such 

endeavors could significantly enhance our understanding of dye-surfactant interactions, with implications for their application in 

diverse fields ranging from pharmaceuticals to environmental science (19-21). 

CONCLUSION 
The investigation into the interactions between Bromocresol Green (BCG) and Tween 20 surfactant has revealed significant insights 

into the modulatory effects of surfactants on dye absorbance in aqueous solutions, demonstrating the critical role of micelle 

formation beyond the critical micelle concentration (CMC). These findings underscore the potential of manipulating surfactant 

concentrations to enhance the sensitivity and specificity of spectroscopic assays, offering promising avenues for the development 

of improved diagnostic tools and therapeutic delivery systems in healthcare. The ability to fine-tune the optical properties of dyes 

through surfactant interactions opens up new possibilities for advancing medical research, particularly in the areas of drug delivery 

mechanisms and the design of more effective diagnostic assays, thereby contributing to the enhancement of patient care and 

treatment outcomes. 
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